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Welcome to the January 2008 edition of Safety Matters.


Through this newsletter our aim is to inform you of health and safety issues in the lift & escalator industry however we would welcome from LEIA members examples of good practice and suggestions for future issues.  If there are any topics you would like to see included in future editions please contact:  T Potter on the above number or email at � HYPERLINK "mailto:terry.potter@leia.co.uk" ��terry.potter@leia.co.uk� 


This Safety Update is also on the LEIA website. www.leia.co.uk











The Health and Safety Executive (HSE) warned of the need to make proper risk assessments to manage health safety and welfare following a HSE prosecution resulting from the death of a lorry driver. (Not lift Industry)





The company was fined £120,000 after pleading guilty to breaching section 2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work etc Act 1974.  This section states “It shall be the duty of every employer to ensure so far as is reasonably the health, safety and welfare at work of all his employees”





A lorry driver aged 56 suffered fatal injuries when he fell off a parked lorry. He was trying to help free a piece of equipment on the back of the lorry when he fell approximately two metres onto the concrete yard.
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WHAT HAPPENED


An engineer, whilst accessing the pit for the purpose of maintenance, fell from an unsafe pit ladder.  He fell onto the car buffer support pillar which caused a deep graze and bruising to the chest.





INVESTIGATION





The investigation revealed that the ladder had previously been identified as unsafe and another lift company had been contracted to supply and fit a new ladder.  Unfortunately the old unsafe ladder was left in place and it was this ladder which the injured person fell from.

















The MRL is now established in the UK with many suppliers having different features which can be difficult when undertaking maintenance of an unfamiliar type for the first time. The lift may have features of which you are not fully aware of, the access may require a different approach or the machine may be a place you did not expect.  A risk assessment of the lift must be carried out before work commences, where necessary contact your supervisor if you need advice.  















































Work on Machine-Room Less Lifts (MRL)











CONTRIBUTORY CAUSES





Original design of the unsafe ladder


Failure by engineer to fully risk assess and identify the new safe ladder





LESSONS LEARNT


ROOT CAUSES 


 


Redundant equipment can continue to be used and can be hazardous























Sealed lead acid batteries and similar are typically used within lifts as a power source for emergency lighting, they are also used to power stairlifts.  The batteries are capable of delivering a high current and therefore care must be taken to avoid short circuits across terminals especially when the batteries are in transit or storage as this can lead to generation of heat and possibly a fire.





The short circuit is possible if precautions ie insulating terminals,  has not been carried out when the  battery has been removed and is being transported in vehicles prior to disposal.





There is a legal Duty of Care to make sure that waste, such as batteries, is properly stored and disposed of in an appropriate way.



































It is now 5 years since the Construction Skills Certification Scheme (CSCS) was put in place for the Lift Industry.  The cards do require renewing every 5 years and to help CSCS will send a reminder to the card holders home address which they gave on their original application form, if you have since moved check the expiry date on your card.  If no reminder is received then contact CSCS direct to arrange renewal. To renew the card will involve the applicant to sit the touch screen health and safety test and complete the appropriate renewal form and of course the payment.





Many persons in the lift industry applied for their skill card through Industry Accreditation otherwise known as grandfather’s rights – where cards are not renewed promptly, the holder runs the risk of losing the card.  The only option to obtain another card will be to register and undertake an NVQ relevant to the card requested.





If you require any further information either contact LEIA or go to the CSCS website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.cscs.uk.com" ��www.cscs.uk.com�













































































RECOMMENDATIONS 


 


Whenever new pit ladders are installed the work should include the removal or making safe of any existing redundant equipment.





It must be made clear to clients, who may not fully understand the implications of leaving redundant equipment in place, that if existing equipment is not removed then the hazard will remain.
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Worker dies falling from a lorry















































Accident Awareness 





It is likely that information on safe access etc will not be available on site, essentially awareness of safe method of work and safety features designed by the manufacturer.  If you’re not sure don’t do it, don’t take the chance.  Be aware that some lift car tops of are not designed to carry a person’s weight – some manufacturers specify work be carried out from the lift car because the design of the car roof cannot support the weight of a person.  Signage should be displayed to warn of the hazard – but beware the signage may not visible.




















